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DSCC Engagement

A DSCC formed in 2004, following concern regarding bottom trawl fishing on
the high seas

A Active participants in global negotiations since 2004 (e.g. ICP, UN FAO, CBI

A Called for moratorium on bottom trawl fishing in ABNJ unless bottom
fisheries managed consistent with international law

A Active participants in implementation of UNGA resolutions through RFMOs
since UNGA 61/106 in 2006: NEAFC, NAFO, SPRFMO, SIOFA, NP, CCAMI

A Participated in FAO Guidelines negotiations 2007/2008 and UNGA reviews
2009, 2011 and FAO workshops (2010; 2015)

A Engage with scientists, policy makers, States and civil society towards

conservation of the high seas
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United Nations resolutions on managing the impacts of deep
fisheries in ABNJ
2002, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2011, [2016]
Implementation by States individually and through RFMOs
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UN General Assembly and degga fisheries on
the High Seas (2062014)

A UN debate- biodiversity, equity, governance, international law
A Four+ UNGA resolutions (59/25, 61/105, 64/72, 66/68); UNGA reviews

A Core Resolution: Prevent Significant Adverse Impacts on Vulnerable
Marine Ecosystems and ensure sustainability of dees fish stocks:

I Prior Environmental Impact Assessments of bottom fisheries
I Precautionary Area Closures of VMEs

| Sustainable catch/bycatch deep sea species

I Move on Rule

Adopt and implement by 31 December 2008 or else not
authorize to proceed , e
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What do we know about the deegpea?

Global Marine Assessment/World Ocean Assessment (UNGA 2015)
Chapter 36F Open Ocean Deep Sea

AdGc¢cKAa 0 NdskearealthlcénstitutBs$h® lakgest source of species and
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A & 5 S&a&cosystems are crucial for global functioning; e.g., remineralization of
organic matter in the deep sea regenerates nutrients that help fuel the oceanic
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Progress to Date

A Three new RFMO agreements: North Pacific, South Pacific and
Southern Indian Oceans

A Framework regulations and interim measures adopted by most
RFMO/As

A Impact Assessments (IAs) for all DSF required by CCAMLR, North
and South Pacific RFMOs, NAFO (2016)

AL! & NBIdzZANBR AY aGySé¢gé FTAAKAYT | NBI
Information becomes available in NE, NW, and SE Atlantic RFMOs

A EU adopted regulation 734/2008 to require IAs and reverse burden
of proof to implement UNGA resolution in negRFMO/A areas (e.g.
SW Atlantic). Others?

de epsea
coggnservation



Progresdo Date cont

ACNBSI Ay3a F220LINAYG 9 RSEAYSFOGAyYy3
NEAFC, NAFO, SEAFO, NPFC; imposing restrictions on fishing in
WySgQ FAAKAYT | NBIF a

A\ number of known or representative areas of VMEs closed

NAFO, NEAFC, CCAMLR, GFCM, NPFC, SPRFMO, SEAFO

AClosing seamounts to bottom fishing (NAFO)
Arohibition of bottom trawling (CCAMLR; GFCM > 1000m)

Arohibition of bottom gillnet fishing (SPRFMO, NEAFC (>200m)
SEAFO, CCAMLR)

AGear restrictions/regulations in other area (e.g. set gillnets in
North Pacific)

ANONRFMO areas: EU legislation, Spain closed most areas as VME
areas below 308100m to bottom fishing in SW Atlantic based on
extensiveimpact assessmeniOthers?
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A Inadequate or partial impact assessments: failure to follow FAO
Guidelines; unresolved scientific uncertainties; mapping not
done; unverified assumptions concerning risk; restricted
Interpretation of VMES

A No cumulative impact assessments (VME degradation over time;
other stressors e.g. ocean acidification)

A Bottom fishing without impact assessments permitted in a
number of areas where VMESs have been identified

A Bottom fishing permitted in many areas where VMES likely to
occur without impact assessments (though representative areas
closed in some cases and in many cases areas are outside
WF220LINAY QO

A Excessively large footprintse.g. 50% >90% of seabed at key
depths in NAFO, SPRFMO and in South Indian Ocean



A Bottom trawling remains dominant method of bottom fishing on
high seas (GMA/WO, others)

A Move-on rules vary widely from region to region but rarely
triggered outside of CCAMLR area (thresholds too high,
reporting requirements not rigorous)

A Systemic overfishing, no stock assessments for many/most
target species; little to no information on impacts on hundreds
of bycatch species (e.g. South Pacific/NZ: 22 target species; 115
bycatch species; NE Atlantic/FR: up 100 species); trophic impacts

A Most species impacted long lived, slow growing low fecundity:
INn some cases endangered species (IUCN NE Atlantic Red List
roundnosegrenadier, blue ling, deeygsea sharks)



Additional Conclusions
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General approach to VME protection
A closed areas where concentrations of VMEs identified (though
not in all cases);
AOf2adzNE 2F a42YS WNBLINBaSyul A dS
occur; establish fisheries footprint;
require moveon rule in areas open to fishing;
require impact assessments for bottom fishing outside of

footprint/open areas
RFMO/Regional MAPS
MCI for DSCC: Mapping Methodology & Data Sources

A Used global data sources for ecological and biological dlatghymetry, seamounts, predicted coral
habitat

A Aggregated RFMO footprint and closure datstarted with FAO VME database and updated with more
accurate and/or recent data from RFMO websites and publications
AlyEFfeTl SR F220LINAY G yR Of2adzNBa Ay ! . bW F2NJ I Y2dzyi
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% Predicted Coral
NEAFC % "Fishable" |% "Fishable" NEAFC % Predicted Coral Habitat - Scleractinian
Area Seamounts Habitat - Octocorals |s
Areas where prior impact assessment Areas where prior impact assessment
; P pact as 46.0% 58.3% required before bottom fishing can 51.5% 45.2%
required before bottom fishing can occur occur
222,512 189,897
TOTAL 300,646 139 TOTAL
km2 seamounts km2 km2
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NAFO % "Fishable" [% "Fishable" NAFO % Predicted Coral Habitat - Scleractinian

Area Seamounts Habitat - Octocorals |s
Areas where prior impact assessment Areas where prior impact assessment

; P pact as 8.1% 42.4% required before bottom fishing can 8.1% 3.5%

required before bottom fishing can occur occur
TOTAL 140,368 33 TOTAL 139,431 60,482

km?2 seamounts km2 km2



